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yOUTH hOMES, iNC. AWARDED $70,000 HEDCO FOUNDATION GRANT TO PURCHASE MUCH NEEDED TRANSPORTATION
“Gently Used” Vehicles To Provide Reliable And Safe Transportation 

To Youth Homes Residents
Walnut Creek, CA – (September 09, 2008) – Youth Homes, Inc. (www.youthhomes.org) today announced it has received a first time grant of  $70,000  from the HEDCO Foundation for the purchase of three eight-passenger vans to be used to transport children in Youth Homes’ residential homes to school, doctor’s appointments, counseling and other activities.   Foundation and corporate support are absolutely critical in today’s environment of Federal, State and county reductions, and without this support, Youth Homes would not be able to carry out its mission – to serve young people who have been neglected, abandoned or abused by their families.  HEDCO’s gift is an example of corporate responsibility and demonstrates how private support makes a difference – one child at a time. 
“This is a huge asset for Youth Homes – we drive thousands of miles a month, transporting up to 30 children to their various activities within Contra Costa County,” said Stuart McCullough, executive director of Youth Homes.  “These “gently used” vehicles will replace vans that have been driven over 200,000 miles each.  The HEDCO grant allows us to safely transport the children.”

 Youth Homes’ residents are required to be driven to their schools, doctors’ appointments, therapy sessions, shopping for food and clothing, visits to family members, court appearances and a huge variety of social events.  Youth Homes provides almost three trips per day, per child during the school year.  
“Support for Youth Homes’ children can come in many ways – gifting in dollars, in-kind donations or time.  Donations of any type help Youth Homes close the gap between the cost of the services we provide and the funding we receive from the government,” continued McCullough.

Founded in Oakland in 1972, HEDCO is a private foundation funded by numerous sources, including corporations and individuals.  The HEDCO Foundation supports a wide range of philanthropic projects, ranging from gifts to purchase equipment for scientific and medical research to grants supporting educational institutions and social welfare organizations — such as housing for the homeless, Boys and Girls Clubs of America, YMCAs and shelters for abused women. 
ABOUT YOUTH HOMES, INC. 
Youth Homes Inc., a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization in continuous operation since 1965, helps abused and neglected children and youth in Contra Costa County recover from trauma by providing high-quality residential and outpatient counseling treatment.  A focused community-based agency, Youth Homes provides a safe and supportive environment 24-hours a day, seven days a week, in each of our five residential homes located in Concord, Lafayette and Pleasant Hill, CA . Their treatment programs, delivered by a professional and dedicated staff, touch the lives of over 200 children and families each year. 

For further information, to send donations and ask questions, please contact Youth Homes, Inc., 1291 Oakland Boulevard, P. O. Box 5759, Walnut Creek, CA 94596-1759, +1 925 933-2627, fax: +1 925 933-5824 or send email to help@youthhomes.org.
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