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Coming Through for Foster Kids, Come Rain or Shine,
Innovative Contra Costa Agency Thrives With Community Support 
Individual Donations Make Up 50% Of Total Support Received
Walnut Creek, CA – (July 30, 2008) –  As State budget cuts threaten to reach an all-time high, individuals, families, and foundations step-up to the challenge to support abused and neglected children, children who end up in the care of Youth Homes.  Youth Homes, Inc. (www.youthhomes.org) today announced that the organization has raised over $430,000.00 from private donations in the fiscal year 2007/08, which ended June 30, 2008.  This is an increase in 66% from the prior year, and over 178% increase in just two years.  Although not strictly measured in dollars, in-kind gifts of materials, volunteer time and energy have also made a significant impact at Youth Homes. 
The two largest major donors were the Board of Directors who pledged in excess of $50,000, and the Youth Homes Auxiliary, who has been THE major donor for a number of years, a group of over 200 volunteers who raised gifts that totaled $50,000.  In addition, Youth Homes programs were recognized as worthy of support by a variety of corporations, businesses, churches and foundations, including The San Francisco Foundation, Philanthropic Ventures Foundation, Yahoo! Employee Foundation, Chevron and Danville Stake of The Church of the Latter-day Saints, who together accounted for an additional 30% of the support received.
 “This funding is vital to the financial health of Youth Homes and without this infusion of private money, we would certainly have had to close some of our residential homes,” said Stuart McCullough, executive director of Youth Homes.  “State and county support does not cover the costs of operating our five homes – the financial support of hundreds of people makes the work we do possible – providing safe, clean, loving home environments for children who otherwise would not have one.”

Youth Homes has served children in the Bay Area for over 40 years, during which time the gap between what the State and county provides and the true costs of operating the homes has grown to alarming levels. Private philanthropy and generosity is the key to Youth Homes’ ability to continue this tradition of service to children who so desperately need help. 
Tim McCreery, Board Chair, adds “We know that many people in our community are hit hard by these challenging economic times. Just think about what it costs to fill a gas tank at the pump these days. What’s remarkable is that as the Youth Homes story gets out to the community, people are digging deep to help us carry out our mission – ensuring that children in foster care have places to live and learn that will prepare them for a healthy, economically-independent adulthood. We are breaking the cycle of abuse and neglect, one child at a time – and thanks to our supporters, despite funding shortfalls from the State and county, our kids are succeeding.” 
ABOUT YOUTH HOMES, INC. 
Youth Homes Inc., a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization in continuous operation since 1965, helps abused and neglected children and youth in Contra Costa County recover from trauma by providing high-quality residential and outpatient counseling treatment.  A focused community-based agency, Youth Homes provides a safe and supportive environment 24-hours a day, seven days a week, in each of our five residential homes located in Concord, Lafayette and Pleasant Hill, CA . Their treatment programs, delivered by a professional and dedicated staff, touch the lives of over 200 children and families each year. 

For further information, to send donations and ask questions, please contact Youth Homes, Inc., 1291 Oakland Boulevard, P. O. Box 5759, Walnut Creek, CA 94596-1759, +1 925 933-2627, fax: +1 925 933-5824 or send email to help@youthhomes.org.
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